REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

September 5, 2023



The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:30 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  Carson, Mairose, Dozark, DeBoer and Swanson.  Also present:  Theresa Maule, States Attorney, Mike Schlaffman, Highway Superintendent, Katheryn Benton, Emergency Manager and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.   No public comments or conflicts of interest were noted.
APPROVE MINUTES


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the minutes of 8-17-2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to authorize Mike Schlaffman to enroll in the JD Re-life Program with John Deere Corporation to have the 2014 John Deere Motor Grader rebuilt for $223,466.51.   All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  During the budgeting process this program was found that totally rebuilds a motor grader for approximately ½ of the price of a new motor grader.  Due to the large increase in price for new motor graders Schlaffman wanted to try this program to see how it worked out.  Two motor graders (2012 and 2014) will be evaluated to see which one is in worse shape and get it in the program.   

Discussion was also held on 248th Street.  Schlaffman advised that he had received a quote from Louiseau Construction to grind and inject 2 miles of 248th Street from King Street east at a price of $46,000.  

No decision was made at this time.  

SHERIFF’S OFFICE


Sheriff Miller advised that the following quotes were obtained from the bid letting for a police vehicle from the local dealerships:  Willrodt Ford – no bid; Car Swap – Dodge pickup at $51,239.00 and Riverview Chevrolet - Chevrolet pickup at $49,997.00.  Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to accept the Riverview Chevrolet bid and to purchase 2 Chevrolet pickups.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

Discussion was also held on the heating updates that need to be done at the Jail Building.  Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to table the quote from G & R Controls until more information could be obtained.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

BURN BAN


On August 23, 2023 Deputy Powers observed a burn north of town and inquired of the Emergency Manager if any burn plans had been approved in that area.  Emergency Manager Benton advised that no plans had been approved.  Deputy Powers proceeded to have the fire extinguished and submitted the information to the States Attorney Office and the Brule County Commissioners.  Per the burn ban wording any unauthorized burning is liable for up to a $500.00 fine.  


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to fine VanderPol Construction $250.00 for unauthorized burning during a burn ban.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to renew the State and Local Agreement for reimbursement of 50% of the Emergency Management salary and benefits from the Department of Public Safety for Brule County only, Buffalo County no longer combines with Brule County as of October 1, 2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Buffalo County States Attorney wrote a letter stating that being the agreement between Brule and Buffalo County are terminating that certain property needs to be returned to Buffalo County, specifically a generator.  States Attorney Maule was directed to draft a letter in response to the Buffalo County inquiry.  

PERSONNEL


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the resignation of Karina Willoughby Hills effective August 16, 2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

TAX DEED PROPERTY – SUPREME COURT RULING


The Supreme Court of the United States recently handed down a decision in the Tyler v. Hennepin County.  States Attorney Theresa Maule advised that the property that is currently in the tax deed process needs to be completed, however, no property should be sold until this ruling is addressed through the legislative process upcoming in 2024.  
2024 BUDGETS

A hearing was held at 10:00 am for the 2024 budget.  No one appeared.  
SURPLUS ITEMS


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to surplus the 2012 and 2014 Dodge pickups from the Sheriff’s Office to be sold by sealed bids.  Minimum bid of $500.00.   All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to surplus several items that were included on the inventory list but were unable to be located.  List is on file at the Auditor’s Office.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER


The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 8-31-2023 a balance of $6,855,593.71 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES


The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $4,281.31 for August, 2023.
REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE

The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditors Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet, Register of Deeds Statement of Fees, SDML Workmen’s Compensation Annual Report, DANR.      

APPROVE CLAIMS

Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the following bills and payroll.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
GENERAL FUND

Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 3363.42; Treasurer, 3373.821; States Attorney, 6330.31; Assessor, 2903.57; Planning Commission, 220.49; Register of Deeds, 3363.40; Sheriff, 8797.05; Jail, 12,536.05; Courthouse, 2000.00; Extension, 178.25; Veteran Service, 817.46; Victim Witness Coordinator, 203.94; Weed & Pest; 1280.00.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3816.20.  Retirement:  SDRS, 2815.59.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3426.12.  Insurance:  ABA 375.00.  Alexander, Laura, 137.00; Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial, 166.40; Bob Barker, 185.74; Bomgaars Supply, 160.69; Central Dakota Times, 119.00; Colestock, Lesli, 73.46; Cozine Electric Inc, 25.64; Department of Transportation, 32.75; Edwards, Matthew, 51.02; First Dakota Bank, 226.62; Hancock, Richard, 72.44; Hein Law Office, 2060.47; Johnson, Pochop Law Office, 398.49; Maule, Theresa, 567.88; Microfilm Imaging Systems, 409.00; Miller, Darrell, 4464.00; Northwestern, 3838.25; Office Products Center, 797.74; Olson’s Pest Tech Inc, 80.00; Pazour, Karla, 52.04; Petty Cash, 364.72; Powell, Ricky, 70.40; Powers, Scott, 350.00; Pukwana Town, 91.97; Ristau, Karen, 51.02; Rosenberger, Craig, 580.00; Sanford Health Network, 1861.07; Secretary of State Office, 30.00; Servall Uniform & Linen, 40.15; Share Corporation, 161.53; Stephanie Moen & Associates, 29.40; Steve Smith Law Office, 7343.51; Taylor, James, 2578.97; Tech Solutions, 2694.00; Tichy, Nancy, 53.06; United Laboratories, 1312.74; Verizon. 171.06; Wanalain Storage LLC, 320.00; Wellman, Jill, 60.20; Yellow Robe Consulting Inc, 2000.00.
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND

Salaries:  11,895.82.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 877.44.  Retirement:  SDRS, 713.75.  Insurance:  ABA 375.00. AT & T Mobility, 40.04;  Bomgaars Supply, 14.99; Brooks Hardware, 359.36; Butler, 762.42; Northwestern, 157.35; R & J Gravel Inc, 1684.34; Standy Rock & Gravel, 24,407.03; Titan Machinery, 51.25.
24/7 FUND

Salaries:  196.28. FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 17.47.  Retirement:  SDRS, 15.70.  Insurance Reimbursement:  31.97.  Micro Distributing II, 438.00; Petty Cash, 17.00.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND

Salaries:  684.88.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 76.85.  Retirement:  SDRS, 41.09.  Insurance Reimbursement:  319.67.  Office Products Center, 87.48.
REGISTER OF DEEDS MODERNIZATION & PRESERVATION FUND

Microfilm Imaging Systems, 235.00.
ADJOURNMENT


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to adjourn at 11:46 am with the next meeting being held on 9-21-2023 at 9:30 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   
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  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

