AURORA COUNTY COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
March 16, 2023 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Clyde Dethlefsen with Randy Niles, John Paul Studeny, and Travis Clark present.  Absent was Roger Hanten.                                                                                

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

There was no public input.            


A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to approve the agenda.  Motion carried all voting aye.  


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to approve the minutes of the March 2nd regular meeting and the special meeting on March 7th.  Motion carried all voting aye.

Commissioner Studeny reported the county has a 100-year lease with the City of Plankinton on the 4-H outbuildings.  The county is responsible for the maintenance and repairs of the barn and other out buildings.  It was noted that some of the poles in one of the buildings are rotting.  Clark stated the cheapest way to fix the problem is to cement grader blades in around the bottom of the building.  Commissioner Studeny reported that the 4-H leaders have applied for some grants to help with the repairs.  He noted that the group has received a Round Up grant through Central Electric for electrical repairs.  Clark asked if the leaders have applied for a grant through Farm Credit.  It was suggested a couple of the commissioners meet with the 4-H leaders at their next meeting to discuss things further.  Chairman Dethlefsen and Commissioner Clark will be the two county representatives to attend the next leaders meeting.  


Highway superintendent Doug Vissia and highway secretary Nancy Beckman were present for the highway report.

Doug noted that county highway employee Rick Pryor has a 4-wheeler with a push blade to use to help clear the snow off the sidewalk in front of the courthouse.  Doug said Federal Surplus has a couple of push blades available to attach to the county’s 4-wheeler, but they are buried under a snowbank.  Commissioner Niles stated he had seen one at the co-op in Storla and would get more information on it.  

Hwy superintendent Vissia reported that the 2016 Cat grader has a 7-year / 7,500 hours warranty that will end at the end of 2023 but it will have gone over the maximum number of hours before the end of the year.  Vissia presented the commission with options for an extended warranty on the machine.  The cost of a 12-month warranty is $14,390 and a 24-month warranty is $25,540.  This extended warranty will cover only the power train and hydraulics.  The end of the extended warranty will come close to when this machine will be replaced.  A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to purchase the 24-month extended warranty on the 2016 grader at a cost of $25,540.  Motion carried all voting aye. 

Commissioner Niles asked Superintendent Vissia about snow removal for Pork Storks.  Vissia stated that it is a county road and he has plowed or made a path early in the mornings with the pickup when he is out checking roads so they can get in and out of the facility.  Doug said the blade operator will come later and open it up wider.  I am not playing favorites, stated Vissia, I have helped others out and try to accommodate people when they need help getting somewhere.  The commission just wanted to make sure there is no playing favorites when doing this.  


Commissioner Niles informed the highway superintendent that the Wilmarth road needs some rock on it.  


Chairman Dethlefsen authorized the highway department to post 6-ton weight limit signs on oil roads.  

A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to approve a seasonal overweight permit for Central Electric to be used in emergency situations only.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

Commissioner Studeny commended the highway department for their great job on the roads in the county.


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to authorize Treasurer Andrea Pryor to attend the new officials workshop in Pierre on April 19th & 20th.  Motion carried all voting aye. 


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to authorize sheriff secretary Trisha VanDrongelen to attend the SOR conference in Deadwood on April 26 – 28.  Motion carried all voting aye.  If at all possible, the commission would like to see the sheriff’s office open while she is gone to the workshop. 


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to authorize deputy sheriff Brett Costello to attend a narcotics officers conference in Deadwood on May 10-12.  Motion carried all voting aye.  


A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Niles to enter into executive session for custodian interviews as per SDCL 1-25-2(1) at 10:32 AM.  Motion carried all voting aye. The chairman declared the commission out of executive session at 11:37 AM.  A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Niles to offer the custodian position to Dan Beckman at $17.45/hour minus .50/hr. during the 6-month probationary period.  Motion carried all voting aye. 


A motion was made by Studeny, seconded by Clark to authorize emergency manager Skyler Kehn to attend a National Weather Service integrated meeting in Sioux Falls on March 27th.  Motion carried all voting aye. 


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to authorize the emergency manager to attend a National Weather Service spotter class in Mitchell on the evening of March 28th.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to authorize emergency manager Kehn to attend a statewide exercise in Mitchell on April 11th & 12th.  Motion carried all voting aye. 

Emergency manager Kehn informed the commission that we should set a date to meet with the city officials from Plankinton, IMEG, District III and the railroad to talk about the hydrology study.  The tentative date is set for March 24th at 10:00 AM.  


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to give county employees Good Friday, April 7, 2023 off as a paid holiday.  Motion carried all voting aye.  

A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Studeny to authorize the Auditor to make the following operating transfers.  Motion carried all voting aye.   

1. Transfer $16,900 from the General Fund to the E-911 Fund.

2. Transfer $38,677 from the General Fund to the Emergency Management Fund

3. Transfer $2,438 from the General Fund to the Domestic Abuse Fund


A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Niles to file reports and pay vouchers as listed below.  Motion carried all voting aye.         

Reports: Wheel Tax Paid: Cities $1,035.83; Townships $709.54.        
CLAIMS
COMMISSIONERS                           

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                47.52

S D P A A                      2023 LIABILITY INSURANCE          72110.24

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               0.62

                                                               ----------

                                                                 72158.38 *

JUDICIAL SYSTEM                         

DAILEY LAW OFFICE              CAA                                2622.30

HEIN LAW OFFICE                CAA                                 295.18

HEIN LAW OFFICE                CAA                                 686.13

REID KINER                     CAA                                 508.00

                                                               ----------

                                                                  4111.61 *

AUDITOR                                 

APRIL JOHNSON                  NYLON POST                           36.15

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     49.58

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                98.42

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TIMECARDS                           105.00

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   CARTRIDGE FOR PRINTER               135.00

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE              47.43

                                                               ----------

                                                                   471.58 *

TREASURER                               

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE, FAXES & INTERNET              70.12

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE               147.51

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               0.44

                                                               ----------

                                                                   218.07 *

STATE'S ATTORNEY                        

MAIROSE AND STEELE             POSTAGE                              10.15

MAIROSE AND STEELE             JAN & FEB OVERHEAD CHARGE          1200.00

MAIROSE AND STEELE             FLASH DRIVE                           3.60

MAIROSE AND STEELE             REIMB LAW BOOKS                     739.28

                                                               ----------

                                                                  1953.03 *

COURTHOUSE                              

BROOKS OIL COMPANY             FUEL FOR COURTHOUSE                 775.00

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                      9.33

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                42.38

MORRIS ELECTRIC LLC            LED LIGHTS (30)                    5322.30

PLANKINTON CITY                COURTHOUSE ELECTRICITY             2653.35

PLANKINTON LUMBER COMPANY      LED BULBS                            21.98

PLANKINTON LUMBER COMPANY      INOVICE PAID TWICE                   -8.99

PLANKINTON LUMBER COMPANY      DEICER & GLASS CLEANER               29.95

ROADSIDE C - STORE             FUEL FOR SNOWBLOWER                  42.31

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                49.17

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                98.34

UNITED LABORATORIES            TOLIET DEODORIZER (24)              309.32

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               0.26

                                                               ----------

                                                                  9344.70 *

DIR. OF EQUALIZATION                    

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     67.69

MCLEOD PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPL EXEMPT SHEETS & WHITE OUT            35.69

QUILL CORPORATION              PRINTER FOR DOE                     369.99

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                98.34

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   RETURN PRINTER CARTRIDGE           -102.00

                                                               ----------

                                                                   469.71 *

REGISTER OF DEEDS                       

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE              29.83

                                                               ----------

                                                                    29.83 *

VA OFFICE                               

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE, FAXES & INTERNET              56.45

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     62.71

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                49.17

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               0.09

                                                               ----------

                                                                   168.42 *

SHERIFF                                 

DAKOTA TWO WAY                 FIX RADIO IN 2017 TAHOE (ROMAN     3444.50

DIAMONDBACK                    TONNEAU COVER AND LIGHTS           1976.00

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                    106.28

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                52.37

OVERWEG AUTO, GLASS & FUEL     ROTATE & BALANCE TIRE, OIL CHG      141.74

OVERWEG AUTO, GLASS & FUEL     AIR FILTER                          100.54

PLANKINTON LUMBER COMPANY      BATTERIES                            29.98

SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY       TELETYPE RENTAL 1-1 TO 6-30-23     2340.00

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE               393.36

VERIZON WIRELESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                    424.31

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               0.97

                                                               ----------

                                                                  9010.05 *

JAIL                                    

DAVISON COUNTY SHERIFF         FEBRUARY 2023 JAIL HOUSING          100.00

MITCHELL CLINIC LTD            INMATE (1)                          136.00

                                                               ----------

                                                                   236.00 *

PUBLIC WELFARE                          

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                55.08

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                49.17

                                                               ----------

                                                                   104.25 *

MENTALLY HANDICAPPED                    

CENTER FOR INDEPENDENCE        MONTHLY SUPPORT                      60.00

                                                               ----------

                                                                    60.00 *

AG BUILDING                             

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE                                43.88

PLANKINTON CITY                AG BLDG ELECTRICITY                1227.05

                                                               ----------

                                                                  1270.93 *

COUNTY EXTENSION                        

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     61.88

                                                               ----------

                                                                    61.88 *

WEED                                    

CENTRAL ELECTRIC COOP, INC     LANDFILL ELECTRICITY                 62.00

GOLDEN WEST                    INTERNET                              5.12

RUNNINGS                       ATV SPRAYER                         489.99

                                                               ----------

                                                                   557.11 *

R&B CONSTRUCTION                        

AUCA CHICAGO MC LOCKBOX        SERVICES - RAGS & MATS               64.07

BROOKS OIL COMPANY             FUEL                               8024.61

BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY       GRADER REPAIRS                     2089.95

BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY       OIL                                 283.99

C & B OPERATIONS LLC           LOADER & GRADER REPAIRS             246.30

CENTRAL ELECTRIC COOP, INC     ELECTRIC BILLS - AUR CTR & STO      176.59

CHS INC                        DEF                                 728.75

FASTENAL COMPANY               SAFETY GLASSES                       41.31

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                    122.01

JAKE'S                         GRADER FUEL & PICKUP GAS           1178.15

LARRY FALK                     CDL RENEWAL                          33.00

M & L REPAIR                   OIL                                 174.23

MID-DAKOTA RURAL WATER SYSTEM  WATER BILL - STORLA SHED             31.00

NAPA CENTRAL                   PICKUP & TRUCK REPAIRS              106.29

NAPA CENTRAL                   GREASE, TOWELS, CLEANER & FILT      893.05

NORTHERN SAFETY CO INC         GLOVES, COLD PACKS                   62.80

NORTHWESTERN ENERGY            ELECTRIC BILL - WL & STK             96.18

PLANKINTON CITY                ELECTRICITY - HIGHWAY               573.72

RICK PRYOR                     STEEL TOED SHOES                    125.00

SD DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION      BRIDGE INSPECTION                   314.11

SD DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION      BRIDGE REPLACEMENT                 5813.20

STEVE'S WELDING REPAIR         TRUCK & GRADER REPAIRS              151.75

TRANSOURCE                     LOADER LEASE                       3200.00

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                98.34

VERIZON WIRELESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                     88.59

WHEELCO BRAKE AND SUPPLY INC   TRUCK REPAIRS                        31.44

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   NEW COVER FOR TIMECLOCK              90.85

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               7.39

WHITE LAKE WELDING             GRADER WING & PLOW REPAIRS          407.04

                                                               ----------

                                                                 25253.71 *

E 911 SERVICE                           

GOLDEN WEST                    E-911 SERVICES 3-1 TO 3-28-23       203.00

GOLDEN WEST                    E-911 SERVICES 2-1 TO 2-28-23       200.00

MID-STATE TELEPHONE CO.        E-911 SERVICES 3-1 TO 3-31-23       357.44

SANTEL COMMUNICATIONS          E-911 SERVICES 3-1 TO 3-31-23        53.42

                                                               ----------

                                                                   813.86 *

EM&D                                    

GOLDEN WEST                    PHONE & INTERNET                     57.88

ROBERT T HENNRICH              PICKUP SIREN                        273.00

SD EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOC  2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES                 30.00

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE                49.17

VERIZON WIRELESS               CELL PHONE USAGE                     95.70

WILLIAMS OFFICE EQUIP REPAIR   TONER 1ST FLOOR MACHINE               0.97

                                                               ----------

                                                                   506.72 *

REGISTER OF DEEDS                       

MICROFILM IMAGING SYSTEMS      MONTHLY EQUIPMENT RENTAL            310.00

P M B 0112                     MICROFILM STORAGE                    96.48

QUILL CORPORATION              BLACK TONER CART FOR PRINTER        233.78

CONNECTING POINT ULTRA INC     FEBRUARY CONNECT CARE               147.51

                                                               ----------

                                                                   787.77 *

                                                 Total Checks:  127,587.61 *
Meeting adjourned subject to call.
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