REGULAR MEETING OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

April 6, 2023



The Board of Brule County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:30 a.m. at the Brule County Courthouse.  Members present:  Carson, Mairose, Dozark, DeBoer and Swanson.  Also present:  Dedrich Koch, Deputy States Attorney and Janet Petrak, Central Dakota Times.   No public comments or conflicts of interest were noted.
APPROVE MINUTES


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve the minutes of 3-16-2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
BIDS


The following bids were received for Chip Sealing and Overlay Project in Brule County:  Commercial Asphalt Project 23-1 1 1/2” lift on 252nd Street – 3 miles at $110.00/ton - $420,000.00; Chip Sealing – Road Guy Construction Project 23-2 252nd St – 3 miles $65,615.00 without fog seal; $75,295.00 with fog seal; Project 23-3 350th Avenue 9.5 miles $207,770.00 without fog seal; $238,438.00 with fog seal; TopKote Inc – Project 23-2 252nd St – 3 miles $79,196.40 without fog seal, $93,715.74 with fog seal; Project 23-3 350th Ave– 8 ½ miles $224,389.80 without fog seal, $265,527.03 with fog seal. 
 Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to accept Commercial Asphalt bid for the Overlay Project on 252nd St.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to accept Road Guy Construction for Project 23-2 (252nd St) with the fog seal at $75,295.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to accept Road Guy Construction for Project 23-3 (350th Ave) with no fog seal at $207,770.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

HAUL ROAD AGREEMENT


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to sign a Haul Road Agreement with CED-Brule County Wind that will be in the area doing maintenance on the wind towers by Kimball.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

HYDROLOGY STUDY UPDATE


Greg Powell, Scott Schweitzer, Jon Herman, Dr. Angelina Rasoeu, Sumit Ghosh, Brosz Engineering along with Rebecca Reimer, SD State Representative were present for a preliminary report on the Hydrology Study being done on the Red Lake Project.  Schweitzer presented their findings from the study this far and asked if there was any other areas that the Commission wanted explored.  Schweitzer advised that the study included all the structures upstream and downstream from Red Lake, the land use and the soil types along the watershed area to determine their findings.  Schweitzer advised that based on the study, if nothing is done to alleviate the water in Red Lake (considered a pothole) that the Lake will remain the same size or will continue to grow.  In order to maintain a manageable level of the Lake a mile of pipe would have to be installed with a cost of between $3 – 8 million.  Depending on the size of the pipe installed, it could take up to a year to get the level of the Lake 2’ below the road on the South side of Red Lake.  Wanalain Dam was also looked at and it was determined that it does need some maintenance, but it is a solid dam and would withstand water from Red Lake if it was possible to “drain” some of the water off of the Lake. 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to enter Board of Adjustment for the following:  1)  Northwestern Energy – constructing an 80’ communication tower within the electrical switchyard located in Lot 1 of NWE Subdivision in the SE ¼ SE ¼ of Section 26-104-71.  Robert Gehm, Northwestern Energy attended the meeting and advised that the location is key as it is located at the intersection of 3 different power lines and will improve the reliability issues that Chamberlain City has been experiencing.  Director of Equalization Desiree Wranek advised that the Planning & Zoning Board recommended approval of the project.  Per Section 1605 in the Planning & Zoning manual all conditions were reviewed (A – H) and the project was found to be in compliance.  Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to approve the conditional use permit for Northwestern Energy.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

2)  Aurora Brule Rural Water – constructing a 31’ x 74’ water tank (400,000 gallons) in the N100’ of E200’in SE ¼ of Section 35-104-68, will be used to increase water pressure and to do maintenance on existing tank.   Director of Equalization Desiree Wranek advised that the Planning & Zoning Board recommended approval of the project.  Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the conditional use permit for Aurora Brule Rural Water.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

3)  Variance for Scott Lewis to build a 30 x 40’ building to close to the lot line at Lot 6 in the SW ¼ of Section 27-104-71.  Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioners Swanson seconded to approve the variance.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to adjourn the Board of Adjustment at 11:05 am and resume as Brule County Commissioners.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
BUDGET SUPPLEMENT


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner DeBoer seconded to do an automatic budget supplement to the Emergency Management budget of $7,562.48, a grant for an update to the security system.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
 
PERSONNEL 

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to hire Tory Engel as the Administrative Assistant/Victim Witness Coordinator (States Attorney Office) at $18.50/hour (less .50 during probation) effective March 30, 2023.    All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to accept the resignation of Haley Soulek, Administrative Assistant/Victim Witness Coordinator (States Attorney Office) effective April 3, 2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to table the personnel manual changes for additional information. All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONTRACT


Katheryn Benton, Emergency Manager for Brule/Buffalo County met with the Board and asked to dissolve the contract with Buffalo County for Emergency Management Services.  Buffalo County has been visiting with other Counties for this service as they feel Brule County is not fulfilling their needs.  Benton explained that grants all have deadlines and Buffalo County usually doesn’t cooperate in applying for the grants and miss deadlines and have not really every requested equipment, etc so feels that dissolving the contract would be best for both Counties.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to terminate the contract with Buffalo County effective 6-1-2023 and authorize Deputy States Attorney Dedrich Koch to write a letter to Buffalo County in regards to this matter.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
POOR RELIEF


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve a burial claim of an indigent individual that qualified for County Assistance.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.
JAIL BUILDING


G & R Controls submitted a quote to update the computer and software to regulate the heating and cooling at the jail as the current equipment is outdated and the heat is not regulated correctly.  Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to table the quote until more information and other systems could be contacted for quotes.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

LAWN CARE QUOTES

Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to accept the quote from Little Man Mowing to do the Lawn Care at the Jail Building, Courthouse, Brule County Ag Building for $2,364.00.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
ADDED TAX


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Dozark seconded to add a mobile home to the current year taxes as it was omitted from the tax rolls.  Added tax for Pat LeBeau at $599.80/year.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

TRAVEL REQUEST


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve travel for Theresa Maule, States Attorney to attend the States Attorney Conference and DUI training in Deadwood May 2, 3 and 4, 2023.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  Three nights motel – one night motel and per diem for May 2 and May 3 will be reimbursed by the Highway Safety and Law Enforcement Training will reimburse for two nights motel at $75.00/night and meals at the State rate for attendees.  

Prior approval was given for an April training which was cancelled due to weather related issues and has been rescheduled for July 26 – 27, 2023 (Public Information Officer Training in Pierre).  

RAFFLE


Commissioner Swanson moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to approve a raffle for the Catholic Community Foundation at the Horseshoe K Ranch.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Commissioner Mairose moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to enter executive session at 12:18 pm to discuss personnel issues.  Executive session declared over at 12:40 pm.  No action taken.  
AUDITOR’S ACCOUNT WITH THE TREASUER


The Auditor’s Account with the Treasurer showed as of 3-31-2023 a balance of $7,313,446.27 in all state, county, civil, school & trust funds.

REGISTER OF DEEDS STATEMENT OF FEES


The Register of Deeds Statement of Fees showed a collection of $12,529.51 for March, 2023.


REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE

The following reports were received and placed on file in the County Auditor’s office:  Auditors Account with the Treasurer, Trial Balance Sheet.    
APPROVE CLAIMS


Commissioner Dozark moved and Commissioner Swanson seconded to approve the following bills and payroll.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

GENERAL FUND

Salaries:  Commissioners, 1551.90; Auditor, 3363.42; Treasurer, 3366.55; States Attorney, 7869.11; Assessor, 1984.37; Planning Commission, 220.49; Register of Deeds, 3364.22; Sheriff, 9,259.34; Jail, 13,951.07; Courthouse, 1424.00; Veteran Service, 817.46; Victim Witness Coordinator, 475.50.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 3713.11.  Retirement:  SDRS, 2958.07.  Insurance Reimbursement:  3726.73.  Insurance:  HMA 3899.85.  AT& T Mobility, 40.04, B & L Communications, 420.75; Biskeborn, Kristin, 56.12; Black Hills Chemical & Janitorial, 248.52; Bomgaars Supply, 51.84; Brooks Hardware, 1147.91; CNA Surety, 50.00; Chamberlain Wholesale, 128.55; Colestock, Leslie, 73.46; Cozine Electric, 47.45; Dakota Heating & Air Conditioning, 220.45; Department of Transportation, 106.37; Dozark, Gary, 294.00; Environmaster, 79.00; Fedex, 17.68; First Dakota Bank, 714.45; Hancock, Richard, 72.44; Hein Law Office, 881.23; Hickey Funeral Home, 3958.54; Hickey Heating, 199.88; Hopkins Plumbing Heating & Air Conditioning, 628.25; Johnson, Carol, 471.75; Johnson Pochop Law Office, 2869.32; Lincoln County Auditor, 230.84; Maule, Theresa, 162.17; Midwest Wellness Institute, 243.75; Miller, Darrell, 3537.00; Mitchell Regional 911 Center, 2962.05; Northwestern, 2722.01; Office Products Center, 354.78; Overweg Repair, 150.00; Pazour, Karla, 52.04; Petty Cash, 442.62; Powell, Ricky 70.40; Pukwana Town, 89.35; Reliance Telephone, 400.00; Ristau, Karen, 51.02; Safe N Secure Security Inc, 2856.00; Sanford Health Network, 24.19; Servall Uniform/Linen Company, 40.15; Shields Embroidery,& Design, 57.00; SDAAO, 470.00; SD Association of County Commissioners, 752.00; SD Department of Revenue, 60.00; Steve Smith Law Office, 2581.62; Stuart-Pope, Elisabeth, 73.46; Tichy, Nancy, 53.06; Tyler Technologies, 326.67; Verizon Wireless, 212.89; Wellman, Jill, 60.20; Yankton County, 378.10. 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND

Salaries:  14,368.09.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 1113.45.  Retirement:  SDRS, 862.07.  Insurance Reimbursement:  639.34.  Insurance:  HMA 2250.00.  Aurora Brule Rural Water, 35.00; Bairey, Blain, 437.50; Bomgaars Supply, 224.26; Brooks Hardware, 444.46; Brock White Company LLC, 520.65; Central Electric Cooperative, 581.00; Kaleb’s Service, 46.94; Little Falls Machine Inc, 1592.12; Menards, 119.98; Northwestern, 901.89; Pheasantland Industries, 71.94; SD Department of Transportation, 214.43; Verizon Wireless, 41.83.

24/7 FUND

Salaries:  149.56. FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 13.88.  Retirement:  SDRS, 8.97.  Insurance Reimbursement:  29.63.  Insurance:  HMA 2.34.  Attorney General’s Office, 840.00.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND

Salaries:  684.88.  FICA & Medicare:  First Dakota Bank, 65.20.  Retirement:  SDRS, 41.09.  Insurance Reimbursement:  319.67.  Office Products Center, 80.98; Safe N Secure Security, 26,554.73. 
911 FUND

Mitchell Regional 911, 20,497.02.  
ADJOURNMENT


Commissioner DeBoer moved and Commissioner Mairose seconded to adjourn at 12:42 pm with the next meeting being held on 4-11-2023 at 9:30 am.  All members voted aye.  Motion carried.   

ATTEST:

____________________________                              __________________________________________

PAMELA PETRAK                        


  BRAD CARSON
BRULE COUNTY AUDITOR     


  BOARD OF BRULE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

