April 1 2025
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman John Helms on April 1, 2025 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present as well as Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines. 
ATTENDANCE


In attendance at the meeting were Jeremy Humbracht, Melissa Breding, Wyatt Sabo, Sue Litzel, Laurie Elmore, Misty Koan, Ernie Melum, Charlie Baker, Kayla Ketelsen, Mary Blaha. 
 MINUTES APPROVED

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of March 4, 2025 meetings as presented. 

HIGHWAY REPORT

Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities in his department.   He reported that they have been evaluating the various trees that are within the fifteen foot “clean” zone on county roads.   At this time they are only marking the trees and not removing them.  Ernie Melum questioned why the removal of the trees are necessary and would like to have them stay.  It was explained that the County is liable if the trees fall within the right of way and cause damage and that by law they are to be removed.

Humbracht reported that another maintenance crew member has resigned and that he would like to advertise to fill one crew member position.   The Board approved the request. 

OPERATING CASH TRANSFER


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to do an Operating Transfer, as budgeted, from General Fund cash to Library Fund cash in the amount of $30,780.
FOSSIL SALES

Glines reported that the County had received the $150,000 non-refundable down payment of the fossil “Oliver”.  The County retains 20% ($30,000) and 80% ($120,000) will be paid out to people who excavated the fossil. The balance due on the fossil ($350,000) will be due on or before July 16, 2025. 

Glines also reported that Harrison Duran has been in contact with her about some minor sales of various fossil casts.   All of the sales are under the $2500 limit that need Board approval for the sales.   Mr. Duran is keeping the Auditor advised of all pending sales. 

HAYING LEASE


The Board directed the Auditor to call for bids for the haying of the airport and golf course properties owned by the County.   Bid specifications and documents are available in the Auditor’s office.   Sealed bids will be considered at the May 6, 2025 Commissioner meeting. 

AIRPORT


Charlie Baker, KLJ Engineering, met with the Board via virtual means to report on the wildlife fence project for the airport.


Baker presented the IIJA grant application #3-46-0006-011-2025 for the Board’s consideration.   The grant will pay 95% of the project cost with the State of SD paying 2.5% 
and the County paying 2.5%.   This portion of the grant is for the environmental parts of the
project.  Baker also presented a Real Estate Appraisal Contract with King Appraisals in the amount of $12,000 for the appraisal portion of the project.

Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the grant application #3-46-0006-011-2025 and the Real Estate Appraisal Contract and to designate Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor, as the Authorized Representative for the execution of the documents and any further associated documents with the grant application. 
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AIRPORT ENTITLEMENT FUNDS


Due to there not being any projects for the Harding County Airport that would utilize the funding allocation from 2022, Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the transfer of Entitlement funds in the amount of $150,000 and to authorize the Auditor to sign the documents at the Authorized Official.  

REPORTS APPROVED


The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of March 31, 2025 as follows:

      Total amount of deposits in banks
 285,280.29
      Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00

      Total amount of checks & drafts in possession on exceeding three days
  181,082.84
      Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00

      Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
6,303,538.75
      Total amount of outstanding checks
(70,185.17)

                                    Total
7,201,546.71
       Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

HOLIDAY


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Clarkson and carried to give the county staff that works on Friday afternoons, the afternoon of Good Friday – April 18, 2025 off as a 4 hour paid holiday.   The Courthouse is closed on Friday afternoons due to the working schedule but the highway maintenance department works the entire day.   This holiday will therefore be only for the highway maintenance department.

GRANT SPONSOR


Glines reported that she had been contacted by the Harding County Community Foundation asking if the County would be willing to act an “agent” for grants that have been awarded to the Buffalo Volunteer Fire Department and the 4-H Shooting Sports.  The County would basically act as a pass thru agent for the funds.


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the request for the County to act as the agent for the grants. 
OFFICE REPORTS



Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; reported that he has been having problems with the radio antenna in his office.  It was discovered that a new antenna was needed. 

Kathy Glines, Auditor, reviewed the various election laws that will go into effect on July 1.   The laws deal with residency issues, federal ballots, citizenship and other voting issues.  There has also been a Presidential Executive Order issued that also deals with proof of citizenship when registering to vote and other election concerns.  Glines, and Mary Blaha, Deputy Auditor, presented an updated spreadsheet of all of the liens that the county has on people for judicial costs.  They asked the Board to review the listings and consider writing off several of them as they will probably never get collected.  It will be placed on the May agenda for possible action.


Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, reported that she is advertising for seasonal weed spraying help. 


Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization, reported on the appeals that she has for Board of Equalization to be held on April 8.  She has gotten the report back from PushPin that has identified 212 parcels that have changes from 2018 thru 2023.  The Board reviewed the data that was received.


Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds and Laurie Elmore, 4-H Educator also reported on activities in their respective offices.
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SEASONAL HELP


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Verhulst and carried to allow the Director of Equalization office to hire two part time seasonal helpers, ages 16 and over, to assist with visiting and assessment of new properties.  The wage for the seasonal help for that office was set at $12.00 per hour.
GIS FEES


The Director of Equalization has implemented the new GIS web page for her office.   As in the past, the page will allow general access to the public but in depth information will be restricted unless a password has been purchased.   Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst to set the rates for the passwords as:  $15 for one day; $45 for one month and $350 for one year plus applicable sales tax.  The County will keep the fees collected and the Director of Equalization will be in charge of issuing the passwords. 
CLAIMS APPROVED



Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the following claims:
March Payroll

Auditor's office

7174.17
Treasurer's office

7174.16
States Attorney's office

 4456.83
Director of Equalization's office

 5383.61
Register of Deeds office

7174.16
Veteran Service Officer

687.50
Sheriff's office

  12013.33
Emergency Management

233.33
Airport Manager

625.00
Extension Office

1228.50
Weed Control

776.93
Highway office

7581.98
Highway Maintenance crew

 34970.65
Librarian

  1374.75
AFLAC
group insurance
 712.67
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group health insurance
50877.77
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 38.16
SD Retirement System
March retirement
 10713.60
SDRS Supplemental Ret. Plan
deferred comp
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
March SS & WH
20341.34
April Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
3247.96
A & B Welding Supply
supplies
89.56

Amazon
library books & supplies
 842.07
AT & T
cell phone –highway
51.25
AT & T 
cell phone – sheriff
106.34

Monte Bader
dinosaur contract
60000.00

Buffalo Hardware
supplies
6289.21
Buffalo Ranch Supply
supplies
200.00

Butler Machinery Company
repair & supplies
815.58
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
673.90
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1998.54
Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities 
57.25
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Floyd’s Truck Center
supplies
145.38

Dusty Ginsbach
expense
120.60

Kathy Glines
expense
176.88

Grand Electric
County utilities
1357.48
Grand Electric
CAP utilities
  148.13
H & L Super Valu
supplies
37.89

HC Electric
repair
246.32

IAAO
supplies
375.00

John Deere Financial
repair
1602.29

Kayla Ketelsen
expense
30.82

Kara Koan
custodial contract
3200.00
Alan Komrosky
dinosaur contract
60000.00

Nations Center News
publishing
230.12
Northwest Tire
supplies
156.22

Olson Fuels
supplies
4698.72
Olson Propane
utilities
  80.96
PCC
ambulance billing
466.01

Pitney Bowes Reserve Account
postage
760.17
Pitney Bowes Global Financial
postage meter rent
142.53
Pitney Bowes, Inc.
supplies
38.16

Runnings
supplies
2177.32
SD Dept of Public Safety
teletype service
2340.00

SD Dept of Revenue
March collections
83205.52
SD Dept of Revenue
March sales tax
 3.23
SD Sheriff’s Assoc
uniforms
150.00

SDACO
m&p
84.00
SDDOT Finance Office
supplies & engineering
517.90

Servall
supplies 
709.67
Southwest Healthcare Service
ambulance intercept
500.00

Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
  288.47
The Current Connection
IT support
 511.00
The Lodge at Deadwood
expense
210.00

Verizon
sheriff cell phone
6.74

Walk N Roll
repair
1113.78

Wells Plumbing
supplies
432.23

West River Telephone
utilities – clinic
158.98
West River Telephone
utilities – CAP
  36.24
Wolffy’s Garage
repair
469.82

RECESS
       There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Helms declared the Board in recess at 2:35 PM.   The Board will meet as a Board of Equalization on April 8, 2025 at 9:00 AM and will also reconvene as a Board of Commissioners. 
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