March 4, 2025
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings

A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Vice-Chairman Jason Latham on March 4, 2025 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak and Charles Verhulst present as well as Harding County Auditor Kathy Glines.   John Helms was absent and Hunter Kalisiak left the meeting at 2:00 PM.
ATTENDANCE


Those in attendance at the meeting during the day were Jeremy Humbracht, Melissa Breding, Kayla Ketelsen, Tory Voller, Cody and Karli Holmes, Harley Mollman, Bonnie Schmidt, Peder Tenold, Andrea Collins, John Latham, Misty Koan, Wyatt Sabo, Laurie Elmore, Sue Litzel and Kara Koan. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the minutes of February 4, 2025 as presented.
HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht, Highway Superintendent, reported on activities in his department.  Speed limit signs have been requested by Bullock Hall, and they have been installed. 

Humbracht reported that one of the maintenance crew members has resigned effective March 19, 2025.  Discussion was held on filling the position but it was decided to wait until closer to spring to determine whether to hire a full time or a seasonal person.  
BID ACCEPTED


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Clarkson and carried to accept the bid of TrueNorth Steel for metal culverts based on the bid that was accepted by Beadle County. 

ABATEMENT

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve Abatement #2025-04 for the Community Bible Church in the amount of $6,868.00.   The abatement is for 2024 taxes payable in 2025 and abates 65% of the taxes for the tax year due to the building qualifying as exempt property.   There was 35% of the building that was being leased out as rental property, which would remain taxable for 2024. 

DINOSAUR SALE


The Board reviewed a Purchase Offer from In the Beginning Fossils, Inc., which is a broker that handles the sale of fossils.  The Purchase Offer is in the amount of $500,000 for the purchase of triceratops specimen known as “Oliver” which has been excavated from County owned land.   A $150,000 deposit would be made upon acceptance of the offer and would be non-refundable.   The balance would become payable in-full within one hundred and twenty (120) days.

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak to accept the Purchase Offer in the amount of $500,000 with the stipulation that the non-refundable $150,000 is wired to the County by March 19, 2025 and that the balance being due within 120 days from the date of receipt of the $150,000, which would be no later than July 17, 2025.  If the initial payment is not received by March 19, the Purchase Offer will be considered null and void. 
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CALL FOR CLEANING PROPOSALS

The Board directed the Auditor to advertise for Proposals for cleaning and grounds maintenance of the Courthouse buildings and grounds for a three year period.  Sealed Proposals will be accepted until March 31, 2025 and will be considered by the Board on April 8, 2025.

INSURANCE


Tory Voller, Global Life Family Heritage Insurance, met with the Board to ask permission to present a Supplement Insurance Plan to the employees.  She reviewed what the plan is, which supplements out of pocket costs for accidents, cancer, ICU, strokes and other emergencies.    The Board approved her presenting the plan to the employees, with the understanding that the County will not contribute anything towards the premiums.
AIRPORT FENCE


Harley Mollman, Chamber of Commerce, and Cory and Karli Holmes, met with the Board to ask questions regarding the wildlife fence that is being proposed around the airport.   In order to install the fence the county will need to purchase approximately 1.54 acres from the Chamber of Commerce and approximately .83 acres from Holmes.   Maps of the project were reviewed to help explain why the land purchase is necessary.   At this time the time lines for the project are unknown due to funding questions. 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT


Bonnie Schmidt and Peder Tenold, Harding County Conservation District and Andrea Collins, NRCS, visited with the Board about the update that the Conservation District is doing to the Erosion and Sediment Control Standards for Harding County.   The document was last updated in 1979.  It was asked that the County review and get familiar with the updated plan as there is a possibility if an issue arises that the County could become involved in an enforcement.

OFFICE REPORTS


Laurie Emore, 4-H Advisor; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds; Wyatt Sabo, Sheriff; Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor; Kathy Glines, Auditor; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; and Kara Koan, custodian, reported on activities in their respective offices. 


Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization, reported that she has been notified by the State that the top dollar values for the Ag properties was not adjusted in July 2024 as required.  As a result of this she will have to re-run all of the Ag assessment notices and resend the corrected notices to the property owners.  She is hoping to have the corrected notices mailed by the end of this week. 
NEW EMPLOYEE


The Board acknowledged the hiring of Ashly Williams as the Director of Equalization office Clerk as of March 3, 2025 at the starting wage of $17.85 per hour. 
COUNTY LAND LEASE


The Board conducted the County Land lease auction at 2:00 PM as advertised. 
 COUNTY MINERAL LEASE


The Board conducted the County Mineral Lease at 2:30 PM as advertised.  No offers were presented to the Board.

REPORTS APPROVED

The Board approved the Auditor's Account with the County Treasurer as of February 29, 2024 as follows:
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      Total amount of deposits in banks
 251,400.27
      Total amount of actual cash
1,830.00

      Total amount of checks & drafts in possession on exceeding three days
  39,205.22
      Total amount in C.D.'s
  500,000.00

      Total amount in Money Market Plus Account
6,363,838.49
      Total amount of outstanding checks
(82,424.19)

                                    Total
7,073,849.79
       Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for 
other parties.

CLAIMS APPROVED

            
Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to approve the following claims:
February payroll

Auditor's office
7174.16
Treasurer's office
7174.16
State's Attorney office
 4252.08
Director of Equalization office
3241.60
Register of Deeds office
7174.16
Veteran Service Office
687.50
Sheriff's office
12013.33
Emergency Management
233.33
Airport Manager
625.00
Extension Office
1248.00
Weed Control
1860.86
Highway office
7688.26
Highway Maintenance crew
  35373.80
Librarian
  1525.88
AFLAC
group insurance
 712.67
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
group insurance
56835.68
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra Inc.
vision insurance
 38.16
SD Retirement System
February retirement
10647.74
SD Supplemental Plan
Retirement plan
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50

US Treasury
February SS & WH
19966.95
                                                      March Claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
2715.81
Hannah Douglas
temp help – library
 92.00
212/79 Service Center
fuel
74.07

A & I Distributors
supplies
3311.45

Amazon
supplies
850.99
AT & T Mobility
cell phone – sheriff
106.34
AT&T Mobility
cell phone – highway
51.25
Avenza Systems, Inc.
repair
319.98

Bickle Truck & Diesel
repair
  163.97
Buffalo Hardware & Lumber
supplies
 1084.36
Cenex Fleetcard
supplies
220.33
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
2041.05
Crossroads Hotel
expense
300.00

Days Inn
expense
110.00

Executive Mgmt Finance Office
utilities
57.25

G&O Paper and Supplies
supplies
 775.45
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Dusty Ginsbach
expense
120.60

Kathy Glines
expense
338.04
Grand Electric
utilities county
1947.49
Grand Electric
utilities CAP
258.02
H & L Super Valu
supplies
159.03
Harding Co. School 31-1
20% mineral severance funds
56672.63
Harding County Treasurer
license & title fees
26.70

Inland Truck Parts
repair
218.20

John Deere Financial
supplies & repair
4464.40

Denise Kalisiak
weed board
43.50

Kara Koan
custodial contract
3200.00
Misty Koan
expense
68.38
Kaeloni Latham
weed board
42.16

Lawson Products
supplies
50.16

McLeod’s
supplies
207.04

Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
95.00

Nation’s Center News
publishing & supplies
741.45
Olson Fuels
supplies
8600.43
Olson Propane
utilities – county
7087.23
Olson Propane
health clinic
665.00

Pitney Bowes Bank Reserve
postage
875.45
Pomps Tire
supplies
10451.00
Prairie Auto Parts
supplies
51.99

Rapid City Finance Office
testing
40.00

Runnings
supplies
674.52
SD Dept of Revenue
Feb. collections  
30880.65

SD Dept of Revenue
motor vehicle licenses
26693.96
SD Dept of Revenue
sales tax
96.03

SD Federal Property Agency
supplies
27.00
SD Public Assurance Alliance
insurance
61765.64

SD Sheriff’s Association
registration
100.00

SDACC
CLERP assessment
1136.00
SDACO
modernization & preservation funds
66.00
SD DOT Finance Office
bridge inspection
1359.65

SDSU Extension
expense  
30.00
Ashley Secrest
weed board
50.20

Servall
supplies
740.54
Staples
supplies
100.56

Stryker Sales
supplies
307.50

Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
supplies & repair 
2851.16
Sturgis Ambulance
testing
60.00

Sturgis Responder Supply
supplies
246.96

Mary Tarter
weed Board
52.88

Town of Buffalo
utilities
564.15 
Turbiville Electric
repair
40.00

Verizon
Sheriff cell phone
49.88

West River Telephone
health clinic utilities   
158.98
West River Telephone
CAP utilities 
36.24
Western Communications
repair
2083.00
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RECESS
        There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Clarkson and carried to adjourn at 3:20 PM.

Signed: _____________________________________
             Jason Latham, Vice Chairman

ATTEST:___________________________________

                 Kathy Glines, Harding County Auditor
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