February 4, 2025
County Board of Commissioners

Minutes of Proceedings


A Regular meeting of the Harding County Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman John Helms on February 4, 2025 at 9:00 AM with members William Clarkson, Hunter Kalisiak, Jason Latham and Charles Verhulst present, as well as County Auditor Kathy Glines.  Commissioner Clarkson was present at the meeting from 9:00 to 12:00 noon and was absent in the afternoon.   
ATTENDANCE


Those in attendance at the meeting during the day were Jeremy Humbracht, Melissa Breding, Sue Litzel, Lila Teigen, Misty Koan, Cheryl Turbiville, Kara Koan, Kayla Ketelsen, Andrea Collins and Laurie Elmore. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the minutes of January 7, 2025 as presented.

HIGHWAY REPORT


Jeremy Humbracht reported on activities in his department.  Humbracht will be attending a Short Course meeting in March at Deadwood.  He also presented quotes from Butler Equipment and RDO equipment for used motor graders.    A listing was also presented for items in his department that could be declared surplus.  
LIBRARY


Lila Teigen, Librarian, presented the Annual Report for the Library, which was approved by the Board.   

REPORTS APPROVED

        The Board approved the Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer as of January 31, 2025 as follows:

             Total amount of deposits in banks……………………       
$239,968.68 

             Total amount of actual cash…………………………..       
1,830.00                           
             Total amount of checks and drafts in Treasurer’s possession not 
                  exceeding three days………………………………                                96,736.63
             Total amount is C.D.’s……………………………….                      
      500,000.00             
             Money deposited in Money Market Plus Account........        
6,250,699.47
             Outstanding Checks……………………………………..
(95,380.46)
                                                      Total                                                         
$6,993,854.32          
Totals include monies due to the School, State Agencies, Towns and any money held for other parties.

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the annual reports of the Harding County Register of Deeds, Harding County Fair Board and Harding County Conservation District. 

RADAR CONTRACT


Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to sign the Radar Service Contract with the North Dakota Atmospheric Resource Board. 

OPERATING TRANSFER


Motion by Latham, seconded by Clarkson and carried to authorize the Auditor to do an 
Operating Transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Fair Fund in the amount of $7,500.
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HEALTH INSURANCE


The Auditor presented the health insurance renewal for 2025 from Wellmark, Blue Cross Blue Shield.    The premium to the County will decrease by 6.13%.


Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Clarkson and carried to sign the renewal papers for the Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance renewal for 2025 effective April 1, 2025.

INVENTORIES


Motion by Latham, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve the inventories of the Treasurer, States Attorney, Sheriff and Register of Deeds. 
ABATEMENTS 


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Latham and carried to approve Abatement #2025-01 for 2024 taxes to Roger and Penny Gunderson for mobile home that was sold and moved to another property.  Abatement is for Parcel #194292210MH in the amount of $2,664.80.

Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to approve Abatement #2025-02 for 2024 taxes to Sand Oil Company for a pipeline that was abandoned and scrapped.  Abatement is for Parcel #153090P10GW in the amount of $2,724.40


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve Abatement #2025 for 2024 taxes to Spyglass Cedar Creek LP for nine (9) gas wells that had been plugged and abandoned in 2023, building that was removed in 2021 and a pipeline that was plugged and abandoned in 2021.   Abatement amount for the total eleven parcels is $160.82. 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE


Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Verhulst and carried to Request State Aid for Salary of the Veteran Service Officer for the period of January 1, 2025 thru December 31, 2025.   The Auditor was directed to notify the SD Department of Veteran Affairs of the reimbursement request. 

BUDGET SUPPLEMENT HEARING


The Board conducted a Public Hearing for the supplement of the 2025 Annual Budget of the Road and Bridge budget at 11:00 as advertised.  The Notice of Hearing was published and posted as required in SDCL 7-21-22.  No one from the public was in attendance at the Hearing.  


The purpose of the Hearing is to increase the Road and Bridge Fund budget for 2025 in the amount of $258,000 which would increase the Machinery and Equipment line item (201-311-434) from $192,000 to $450,000 to allow for spending authority towards the purchase of a used motor grader.  

Motion by Clarkson, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to supplement the 2025 Road and Bridge budget by $258,000 to allow funding authority for the purchase of a motor grader. 

MOTOR GRADER


The Board reviewed to quotes that Humbracht had given to them earlier in the day.  


Butler Machinery has quoted a 2018 CAT 140M3 with 3,690.4 hours on it for $301,221.41 plus $4,760 for an additional warranty for the Powertrain and Hydraulic parts and labor for 24 months or 2000 hours for a total of $305,981.41


RDO Equipment has quoted a 2021 John Deere 772G with 2,138 hours for $313,991.00.

Both bids are Sourcewell bids which allows the County to purchase the equipment with out having to go through the bidding process.  All documents relating to the bid are on file in the Auditor’s Office.

Motion by Kalisiak, seconded by Verhulst and carried to purchase the 2018 CAT 140M3 motor grader in the amount of $301,221.41 plus the additional warranty in the amount of $4,760.00 for a total of $305,981.41.


At this time Commissioner Clarkson left the meeting. 

PUSHPIN DEMONSTRATION


A Zoom demonstration was presented to the Board from a company called PushPin that is a property change detection service that looks a overlays of maps to find buildings that have been added, removed or 
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added on to.   The cost to the County would be $0.25 per parcel and would take approximately 4 weeks to complete.  Harding County has approximately 7,300 parcels that would be reviewed.   Discussion was held on how far behind the Director of Equalization’s office has gotten for doing appraisals and that this would be one way to catch up as it would point them to properties that need to be visited.

The Board asked Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization, to work with the company to find the required mapping and to develop a contract for the service, to be considered at the March Commissioner meeting.

NRCS


Andrea Collins, NRCS, met with the Board to install a livestock water pipeline and water facility on County owned land that is leased by Reese Clarkson (Mill Iron Livestock LLC) in the SW4 of Section 12, Township 21, Range 4.   Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to approve the installation of the pipeline and watering facility and to approve Chairman Helms to sign the necessary NRCS form.

Collins also requested free access to the County GIS site and was advised that the County is now working with a different vender and they asked the Director of Equalization to provide the NRCS with a password to the site.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Kathy Glines, Auditor/Emergency Manager; Melissa Breding, Treasurer; Kayla Ketelsen, Director of Equalization; Sue Litzel, Register of Deeds and Laurie Elmore, 4-H Educator, reported on activities in their departments.


Misty Koan, Weed Supervisor, reported that she will be advertising for two seasonal help positions.  She also reviewed the new testing requirements and that Harding County will be a testing site for private applicator and Category 14 (non-soil fumigation pest control).


Cheryl Turbiville, Sheriff’s office, reported that she will be attending training in Deadwood in April and that the DCI pays the cost of the motel room.

Sheriff Sabo will also be attending two different trainings in Deadwood in May.   Deputy Sheriff Williams will be attending the Law Enforcement Academy starting in March.
CLAIMS APPROVED


Motion by Latham, seconded by Kalisiak and carried to approve the following claims as presented:
January Payroll

Auditor’s office
7874.25
Treasurer’s office
7874.24
States Attorney office
5125.12
Director of Equalization office
3972.00
Register of Deeds office
7707.74
Veteran Service Officer
687.50

Sheriff’s office
 12713.37
Emergency Management
233.37
Airport Manager
625.00
Extension office
487.50
Weed Control

1073.26
Highway office
7957.97
Highway maintenance crew
42235.72
Librarian

  1358.13
AFLAC

insurance
 712.67
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
health insurance
56835.68
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
deferred comp
111.76
Optilegra,Inc.
vision insurance
 38.16
SD Retirement System
January retirement
11812.70
SD Retirement Sup. Plan
January retirement
100.00
Washington Nat’l Insurance
insurance
55.50
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US Treasury
January SS & WH
22440.50
February claims

Commissioners
salary & expense
3113.29
A & B Welding Supply
supplies
738.09
Amazon

library books & supplies
1951.59
AT & T Mobility
cell phone service – highway
51.25
AT & T Mobility
cell phone service – Sheriff
106.34
Black Hills Council
2025 membership
710.00
Boom Concrete
supplies
2280.00

Buffalo Hardware 
supplies
  1426.75
Buffalo Ranch Supply
supplies
39.99

Butler Machinery
repair
   6.69
Cenex Fleetcard
fuel
520.40
City of Mobridge
911 surcharge
1951.89
Dakota Fluid Power
supplies
583.73
Environmental Systems Research
ArcGIS
460.00

G&O Paper and Supply
supplies
548.20
Godfrey Brake Service
repair
1177.37
Grand Electric
utilities
1714.17
Grand Electric
Community Action utilities
225.94
GWorks

software program
2032.00
Harding Co. Fair Board
2025 budget allocation
7500.00
HC Electric
repair
272.86

HDR Engineering
engineering fees
4200.00

Camden Hett
repair
60.00

IAAO

supplies
125.00

John Deere Financial
supplies
238.66
Kent Adhesive Products
supplies
741.62

Kayla Ketelsen
expense
184.92

Kinney Law, PC
court appointed attorney
5215.19

Kara Koan
custodial contract
3200.00
McLeod’s
supplies
93.08
Meade County Auditor
prisoner care
190.00

Monument Health
supplies
156.44

Monument Health
supplies
200.00

Nation's Center News
publishing
485.42
ND State Water Commission
radar contract
2000.00

Olson Fuels
supplies
9333.53
Olson Propane
utilities – county
3737.93
Olson Propane
utilities – clinic
350.30
PCC

ambulance billing contract
612.41

Pitney Bowes Reserve
January postage
1226.78

Pomp’s Tire
supplies
1592.60
Rolling in the Dough
supplies
112.00

Runnings

supplies 
255.54
Wyatt Sabo
supplies
112.94

SD Dept of Revenue
January collections  
92789.95 
SD Dept of Revenue
January sales tax
4.59
SDACC

registration
500.00

SDACHS

registration
150.00

SDACO

M & P fund remittance
  62.00
SDACO

registration
125.00

Servall

supplies
 970.14
-185-

Shop 4-H

supplies
95.56

Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
repair & supplies
1280.21
Lila Teigen
supplies
15.85

The Current Connection
IT support
617.00
Town of Buffalo
utilities 
590.43
Vanguard Appraisals
Web site fees
1650.00

Verizon

sheriff cell phone
68.08

West River Cooperative Telephone
county utilities   
928.96
West River Cooperative Telephone
clinic utilities   
158.98
West River Cooperative Telephone
CAT utilities     
36.24
Wolffy’s Garage
repair
269.45
RECESS

There being no further business before the Board, Motion by Verhulst, seconded by Latham and carried to adjourn at 2:00 PM. 
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